
Garbage at Sea 
 
The oceans are places of great natural beauty.  They are the source of life for all living things.  But 
now, sadly, they are also dumping grounds for manmade garbage.  One source of this pollution is 
plastic waste.  It's turning into an environmental nightmare. 
 
The Pacific Ocean is among the worst affected.  In the area between California and Hawaii, the 
water slowly moves in a circular motion.  This movement pulls in floating plastic items.  The 
result is a giant body of moving junk!  It's often called the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. 
 
The mess covers hundreds of thousands of square kilometers and creates terrible problems.  The 
plastic items slowly break down into smaller pieces.  Turtles, whales, birds, and other creatures 
mistake the material for food, or they get caught in nets and the plastic rings of beverage containers.  
Plastic also releases chemicals into the water.  This pollutes the entire food chain, from the smallest 
to the largest creatures.  We must not forget that we humans are also part of the food chain. 
 
What can we do to protect the oceans from dying little by little?  Unfortunately, trying to clean up 
the mess could harm sea life even more.  The only answer is to change our habits.  All plastic 
should be recycled.  If that's not possible, it should be carefully thrown away.  Even better, buy 
fewer plastic bottles and use fewer plastic bags.  The oceans will thank you for it. 
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